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Kis own ends, carrying them off their feet in
a wave of enthusiasm, when that is feasible,
and when it is'not, recommending his .cause
by insidious half-measures, flattery of private
intents, confidence-tricks, and amiable sug-
gestions, until he has put his entangled
victims in his pocket; or when he feels
strong enough, brow-beating and intimidat-
ing them into silence. Such is the inevitable
practice of every prophet who heralds an
absolute system, political or religious, and
who pursues the unqualified domination of
principles which he thinks right in them-
selves and of a will which is self-justified
and irresponsible.

Why, we may ask, are people so ready to
set up absolute claims, when their resources
are obviously so limited that permanent
success is impossible, and their will itself, in
reality, is so fragile that it abandons each of
its dreams even before it learns that it cannot
be realised ? The reason is that the feebler,
more ignorant, and more childlike an impulse
is, the less it can restrain itself or surrender
a part of its desire in order the better to
attain the rest. In most nations and most
philosophies the intellect is rushed; it is